Rhizopus oryzae (order Mucorales)

Also called: R. oryzae Say it: RHI-zo-pus 0-RY-zae

About: Mucormycosis is a serious and invasive fungal infection. Caused
most commonly by R. oryzae, it usually occurs in people with weakened
immune systems or uncontrolled diabetes mellitus.? Mortality rates
are very high; upto 88 % .2

Shape: Dandelion* Year identified: 1895°

Potential threats include: Infection typically manifests in the upper
airways as pulmonary mucormycosis® before invading the blood vessels,
resulting in dissemination and tissue death.’

One way to fight this superbug: Ensure immunocompromised
patients are placed in protected environments to reduce mold exposure.
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